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Smoky-Mountain-Submarine-Veterans-273222054302 

Base meetings are scheduled on the 3rd 

Thursday of each month at: 

MIMI’S CAFÉ, 

10945 PARKSIDE DRIVE 

KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE  

Dinner & Social Hour  @ 1800  

  
(Guests are Invited) 

To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in 
the pursuit of their duties while serving their country. That their dedi-
cation, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motiva-
tion toward greater accomplishments.  We pledge loyalty and patri-

 

To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in 
the pursuit of their duties while serving their country. That their  

dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of  

motivation toward greater accomplishments.   

We pledge loyalty and patriotism to the   

United States of America and its Constitution. 

The USSVI Submariners Purpose and Creed: 
“To honor those who serve, past, present and future.” 

The organization will engage in various 

projects that will bring about the perpetual 

remembrance of those shipmates who 

have given the supreme sacrifice.  The 

organization will also endeavor to educate 

all third parties it comes in contact with 

about the services our submarine brothers 

performed and how their sacrifices made 

possible the freedom and lifestyles we 

enjoy today. 

UNITED STATES SUBMARINE SERVICE VETERANS,INC. 
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Smoky Mountain Base Committee Chairmen 

  

  

  

  

  

  

BASE VICE COMMANDER 

Robert (Bob) Childs 

MMC(SS) USS Nautilus SSN-571  ‘67 

BASE SECRETARY 

Ernie Ball 

BASE TREASURER 

Jim Rock 

MM1(SS)  USS Andrew Jackson SSBN-619  ‘76 

BASE CHIEF OF THE BOAT 

Terry McBride 

BASE COMMANDER 

Marlin E. Helms, Jr. 

Holland Club Chairman 

MM1(SS) USS Spadefish  SSN-668  ‘74 

MMC(SS)  USS Woodrow Wilson (SSBN-624) ‘?? 

BASE PROGRAMS 

Andy Armbrust 

MM1(SS) USS Hammerhead (SSN-663)  ‘ 75 

 

 

BASE STOREKEEPER 

 

 

BASE NEWSLETTER 

Max Gildner 

ET1(SS) USS Tullibee (SSN-597)  ‘71 

BASE PHOTOGRAPHER 

Bruce Eltzroth 

Associate Member 

ET1(SU) USS Sculpin (SSN-599) 

BASE CHAPLIN 

David Pope, EAWS 

Associate Member 

OMSUBGRU-9, FP DET. 2 

WEBMASTER 

Marlin E. Helms, Jr. 

MMC(SS)  USS LaFayette (SSBN-616)  ‘75 

MEMBERSHIP / RECRUITER 

Marlin E. Helms, Jr. 

MM1(SS) USS Spadefish SSN-668  ‘74 

MM1(SS) USS Spadefish SSN-668  ‘74 
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Published by: Smoky Mountain Submarine Base 

 A Subsidiary of USSVI, a non-profit - 501(C)(19) Corporation.     Published monthly on the Base’s website. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Smoky-Mountain-Submarine-Veterans/273222054302 

 

       DECEMBER 2025 

        S              M              T               W              T               F               S 

12/7—Pearl Harbor Day                 12/13—Army/Navy Game               12/18-= - SMD Meeting 

12/25—Christmas           12/31—New Years Eve. 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    
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VETERANS ASSISTANCE & RESOURCES 

 
VA Regional Office Benefits Assistance on  
every 4th Friday at 1557 Downtown West Blvd. 
Units 20-21 Knoxville, TN  0900-1400 Hours 
 
East TN Military Assistance Council Calendar of 
Events  web site:  www.etmac.org/calendar 

U.S. Military Veterans Discounts 

Tennessee State Discounted Fees and Taxes  
one-time fee for hunting and fishing license for 

     eligible disabled veterans.  

Distinctive motorcycle and vehicle license plates; no 

     fee for currently enlisted personnel.  

Exemption from motor vehicle privilege tax for  

     eligible permanently and totally disabled veteran or  

     former POW.  

Reduced fee state park lodging, camping, and golf. 

 Veterans Designation on drivers license.  

Operation Vet Rescue 

Rescuing & Rebuilding Lives of Homeless Veterans 

 

 

(865) 284-3188 

info@ovrtn.org 

P.O. Box 23, Greenback, N 37742 
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Newsletter Editor’s Report 

Max Gildner ET1(SS) & Bruce Eltzroth ET1(SU) 

Base Commander’s Report 
 

Just1More is under new management but there will be no change in our visit to the 

Army/Navy game there this year. The game is the 13
th
 of December with kickoff at 3:00 (1500). 

Some of us will roll up at 1:00 (1300) to set up please come to help decorate the float and set up if 

able. I will email more by email with any updates and directions prior to the game. There have been 

lots of Army there in the past so please come out to support Navy. We need a new storekeeper 

please contact me if interested. We have a few budget items to be considered float repairs, possible 

new order of Darth Rickover coins, website updates, and new flagpoles. I think in that order of im-

portance I can duct tape and staple the flagpoles to delay a new purchase.  

Please let us know if there are any  suggestions for improvements to the newsletter form or 
 contents.  Photos of base activities are always appreciated. 

No picnic is currently scheduled.  I intend to plan a picnic for the spring of 2026 subject to the Yacht 

Club availability.      

Program Chairman’s Report - Andy Armbrust MM1(SS) 

Storekeepers Report -  

We currently have the following items on hand for sale:  

  The 2026 USSVI Calendars have arrived.. Cost $8.00 at the meeting, but if mailed postage will be 
added.  Baseball caps w/SMB patch (White or Blue) - $14.00.  Straw Hat w/SMB patch - $12.00.  
SMB Iron on Patches - $7.00.  SMB Logo Magnetic Car Plates - $12.00.  SMB Window Stickers - 
$3.00.  Smoky Mountain Base battery quartz wall Clocks - $15.00.  The “Nuke, I am your father” 
coins are here.—$20.00. 
         Remember, all purchases go to support your Smoky Mountain Base 

SMB Treasurer’s Report - Jim Rock MM1(SS) 

 
On November 20th, we had a balance of $3,397.83 

Robert (Bob) Childs, EMC(SS)  

No report submitted. 
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USSVI SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE MEETING 

  Date:  November 20, 2025 

Presiding: Marlin Helms Base Commander 

Meeting called to Order at 1900 hours 

The Base Chaplain presented the Invocation. 

The Base Commander led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance and Treasurer read the USSVI 

Creed. 

COB and Chaplain led the Tolling of the Boats. 

COB hosted member/guest introductions. 

Number of Attendees: 11 members, 5 guest/wife’s 

Base Secretary. Minutes of October Meeting read and approved 

Base Treasurer reported - $3397.83 in the account. 

Correspondence/Discussion - None 

Committees - 

· Newsletter – Man Gildner- nothing new 

· Library – Marlin Helms - new book Critical Mass 

· Storekeeper – need new storekeeper 

· Membership – Dues 2026  

· Scouting – Marlin Helms- still no contact 

· Media Manager – Marlin Helms- cost for storekeeper items on site 

· Social Committee - Andy Armbrust – nothing new 

Old business – none 

New Business – 

• 2026 Dues  

• Army/Navy Game Dec. 13 @ Just 1 More Bar and Grill 

• Budget; Float Repairs, New Flag Poles and stands, Reorder Coins, Web update for Storekeeper 

• Location, day and time of meetings in the future. Saturday @ 4pm at MIMI’s.  

• Talked about Dinner/lunch East and West 

• Dick talked about trip to Kings Bay trout up Submarine Advocacy group on Facebook. 

 
Good of the Order 

· 50/50 - $52.00 

Next Meeting:  1900 hrs. Thursday,  December 18, 2025, at MiMi’s Café, 10945 Parkside Dr., 

Knoxville, TN 37934. 

Meeting Adjourned at 2000 hrs., Boat surfaced. 

Ernie Ball, Secretary 
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VETERAN’S DAY ACTIVITIES 
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IDAHO’S SUBMARINE FACILITY 
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37th ANNUAL KINGS BAY 

WW2 SUBMARINE VETERANS 

MEMORIAL GATHERING 

Article and photos by Richard (Dick) Love 

.  

 

 The Memorial event was held on the Sub Base from November 5
th
 through 9

th
, 

2025. The event was well attended and coordinated. The event was hosted by the 

base commands and the Saint Mary’s Submarine Museum. Some of the activities 

were impacted by the Shumer Shutdown, and require the SECNAV approval to   

continue. These are different times in our government and the memorial carried on 

with a few adjustments to the schedule. Boat tours were cancelled. 

 We enjoyed a BBQ cooked by the SQDN 36 Chiefs mess one evening,        

followed by steaks cooked by the TTF Chiefs mess the following evening. Lt. Patrick 

Zilliacus, WWII Veteran, also pinned the newest qualified sailor off one of the boats.  

 On Thursday, we had an update on the fleet by Commander Submarine Group 

10. The SSBN’s are still on watch and the SSGN’s do forward refits to stay online. 

Group Ten spoke of his experience in the Columbia Diving Trainer in New London. 

They have some tricks so you can wrap your head around the X-Planes configura-

tion control, since the computer does all the compensation to change the direction 

and angle on the boat. Not your simple order to the helm or plainsmen we are used 

to hearing commanded. 
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 The CMC’s and COB’s hosted breakfast at the Sub Base Galley, aka The       

Pirates Cove. A lot has changed since the last time I went to a galley.  

 On Friday, November 7
th
, we held the Memorial at the World War II Memorial      

located in front of TTF.    It was impressive with all the WW II boat flags all hanging 

around the pavilion.   The base did an outstanding job and honored our WW II ship-

mates and their widows. Commander Submarine Group 10 and Commanding Officer 

of Trident Refit Facility lead the ceremony. The key speaker was Lt. Patrick of the USS 

Spot SS-413.  

 The ceremony concluded with fully military honors, a twenty-one-gun salute    

followed by Taps.   After the memorial ceremony we enjoyed a Low Country Boil at the 

Eagles Club. We were well taken care off by the St Mary’s crew. 

 On Saturday, we had a presentation by Bill Mumford about Submarine expo-

sures and health risks. He is a member of the Submarine Advocacy Group (SAG) and 

has compiled and published a report: THE UNSEEN BURDEN: Toxic Exposures and 

Health Impacts on US Navy Submarines. 

 I encourage you to join the Submarine Advocacy Group on Facebook to stay 

abreast of all that is going on. Take a look at the VA Toxic Exposure Risk Activity 

(TERA) report. The objective of the SAG is to get the presumed exposures on subma-

rines added to the pact act to provide qualified presumptive conditions. 

The base has quite a lot to see.   
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