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September & October 2019  

OUR OR-

GANIZATI

Scheduled Meetings   

Monthly meetings are scheduled for the 

3rd Thursday  of each month at:  

GOLDEN CORRAL 

6612 CLINTON HIGHWAY, 

KNOXVILLE , TENNESSEE  

Dinner & Social Hour  @ 1800  

Meeting @ 1900   

Follow us on Facebook at: 

Smoky-Mountain-Submarine-Veterans-
273222054302 

Our Mission 

The organization will engage in various 

projects that will bring about the perpetual 

remembrance of those shipmates who 

have given the supreme sacrifice.  The 

organization will also endeavor to educate 

all third parties it comes in contact with 

about the services our submarine brothers 

performed and how their sacrifices made 

possible the freedom and lifestyles we 

enjoy today.  

To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the 
pursuit of their duties while serving their country. That their dedication, 
deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward 

greater accomplishments.  We pledge loyalty and patriotism to the  
United States of America and its Constitution . 

òTo Honor Those Who Serve, Past, Present, and Futureó.   

òThe USSVI Submarinerõs Creedó 

OUR ORGANIZATION OUR FOUNDERS OUR BROTHERHOOD 

SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE, TN USSVI 
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SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE OFFICERS  

 

 

Marlin E. Helms, Jr.  

BASE COMMANDER/  

HOLLAND CLUB CHAIR  

Qualified MM1(SS)  

USS SPADEFISH (SSN-668)  

Qualified MM1(SS) 

USS HAMMERHEAD (SSN-663)  

 

 

 

 
BASE SECRETARY 

Martin Wesley  

Qualified QM2(SS) 
 

USS CUBERA(SS-347)  

in 1968 

 

 

CHIEF OF THE BOAT  

Terry McBride, EMC(SS) (Ret.)  

Qualified EM3(SS) 
 

USS WOODROW WILSON (SSBN-624)  

Qualified EM1(SS) 

USS MARYLAND (SSBN-738 )   

 

 

BASE CHAPLIN  

David Pope, EAWS  

David is an Associate  

Member of Smoky Mountain 

Submarine Base 

 

 

Qualified MM1(SS) 
 

USS HAMMERHEAD (SSN-663)  

in 1975 

PROGRAM CHAIRMAN  

Andy Armbrust  

 

 

Bruce is an Associate  

Member of Smoky Mountain 

Submarine Base. 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR &  

BASE PHOTOGRAPHER 

Bruce Eltzroth ET1(SU) 

USS Sculpin (SSN -590)  

 

 
BASE TREASURER 

JIM ROCK  

 

 
 WEBSITE MASTER  

Stuart McGlassen  

Qualified ET2 (SS) 1988 
 

USS Tennessee (SSbN-734)   

USS T. Roosevelt (CVN -71) 

COMSUBGRU -9, FP DET 2  

BASE VICE-COMMANDER  

Robert (Bob) Childs  

Qualified MMC (SS)  
USS Nautilus (SSN 571) 

November 1967  
USS Theodore Roosevelt  

(SSBN 600 - Blue Crew)  

July 1970 

Qualified MM1(SS)  

USS Andrew Jackson (SSBN-619)     

SMB STOREKEEPER 

Dick Mitchell  

Qualified ET1(SS) 

USS Conger (SS/AGSS-477) 

  



 Page 3 V O L U M E # : 2 0 1 9ðI S S U E : # : 5  -  S E P T E M B E R / O C T O BE R  2 0 1 9 

SMOKY MOUNTAIN BASE, USSVI  
Meetings, Greetings, Gatherings & Other Stuff 

Scheduled 
Meetings  

Monthly meetings are scheduled for the  

3rd  Thursday  of each month at:  

Golden Corral  

6612 Clinton Hwy.  

Knoxville, Tennessee 37912  

Meetings and Happenings 

 

Published by: Smoky Mountain Submarine Base, a  

Subsidiary of USSVI, a non-profit - 501(C)(19) Corporation.  

Editor: Bruce Eltzroth  ET1 (SU) 

Published 6 times annually at the Baseõs website: 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Smoky -Mountain -

Submarine -Veterans/273222054302 New Members : 
None reported this period  

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER - 2019 
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               November 2019 

S M  T  W  T  F S 
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20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

                October 2019 

 

October   7 - Operation Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan)  
October 12 - USS HOLLAND (SS-1) Commissioned - 1900 
October 13 - US Navy Established - 1775 
October 14 - Columbus Day  
October 17 - SMB Meeting (1800 Hrs) 
October 24 - United Nations Day  
October 31 - Halloween  

November   5 - Election Day  
  November 10 - US Marine Corps Established - 1947 
November 11 - Veterans Day  
November 13 - Vietnam Veterans Memorial Day  
November 21 - SMB Meeting (1800 Hrs) 
November 28 - Thanksgiving  
December   1 - Next Newsletter Deadline  
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VETERANS 

I NFORMATION  FOR  

SMOKY MOUNTAIN  

BASE MEMBERS 
LOCAL HAPPENINGS  

The Vietnam Veterans of 
America, Chapter 1078, 
meets at The Fellowship 
Church located at 3550 
Pleasant Ridge Road, in 
Knoxville, TN on the 2nd 
Tuesday of every month 
at 1800. 

SMB Library Books, 

�'�9�'�¶�V���D�Q�G���0�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H�V 

Ed Sandifer ðHT1(SS) 

Base Librarian    
Ed has agreed to bring several 
books to our monthly meetings. 

There are over 100 books in 
our library - check some out! 

Navy Terminology Update (25) thru (30)  
�y���2�U�L�J�L�Q�V�� Every profession has its own jargon and the Navy 

is no exception. For the Navy, it's bulkhead, deck and overhead 
and not wall, floor, and ceiling. Some nautical terminology has 

found its way into everyday use, and you will find the origins 

of this and some Navy terminology listed below. More termi-

nology will be added from time to time.  
Brown Water Ops (25) ð Naval operations in shallow water, 

typically consisting of water depths of 100 fathoms or less.  
Bubblehead (26) ð (1) Member of the submarine community. 

Frequently modified by members of the surface fleet with the 

adjective "f***ing". (2) Diver, especially a "hard hat" diver 

(i.e. a diver who wears the spherical metal helmet of a Navy 

diver).  
Buddy Store (27) ð A self-contained unit which makes it pos-

sible for aircraft not originally designed as tankers to deliver 

a limited amount of fuel to other aircraft. Buddy stores are 

hung on wing or fuselage hard points.  
Buffer (28) - (UK) The senior rate responsible for seamanship 

evolutions, typically a Chief Boatswain's Mate. According to 

some, stands for "Big Ugly Fat F***er Easily Replaced."  
Bug (29) ð (Aviation) A heading indicator on a compass of 

Horizontal Situation Indicator (HSI).  
Bug juice (30) - A substance similar in appearance to Kool -

Aid which is served as a beverage aboard USN ships. Its 

color has no bearing on its flavor. Largely composed of 

ascorbic acid. Used extensively as an all -purpose cleaner/

stripper for bulkheads, decks, brass fire nozzles, and pipes.  

KNOXVILLE  NAVY BALL 2019  
HOSTED BY THE NAVY LEAGUE OF KNOXVILLE  

The Navy League of Knoxville is proud to present 
the Knoxville Navy Ball of 2019!  

This event will be held on Saturday,  October 19 at 
the Knoxville Airport Hilton . We will be celebrating 

the Anniversary of the Navy's 244th Year of  
Heritage and Naval Traditions.  

Cash Bar/Social Hour/Portraits: 6:00 p.m.   
Ceremony: 7:00 p.m. Ending @ 11:00 p.m.  

TICKET PRICES �² Dinner Included  
Enlisted Sailors: E1 to E3 -  $20.00 each; E4 to E5 

-  $30.00 each; E6 to E7 - $40.00 each  
Senior Enlisted/Officers: E8 to O10 -  $50.00 each  

Other: -  Veterans: $40.00; Civilians: $45.00;  
Sea Cadets $10.00   

You know, I've been thinking about Mr. Rogers' Neighborhood 

a lot here recently, what with the Tom Hanks movie. While he 

may not have been the greatest American who ever lived, he 

certainly was the most decent. One thing that Fred Rogers was  

a huge enthusiast for being a lifelong learner. You know, peo-
ple always say that when you're an adult you know what you 

need to do and in many cases once people get out of school 

there's not a lot of interest in learning new things, reading, or 

exploring the world. People will think that exploring and learn-

ing is something you do when you're young. I heartily disagree. 

The actuarians, the insurance people, will tell you that a person 

who retires and lives a sedentary life lasts a couple of years at 

best. However, the same retiree cohort that finds a new adven-

ture, whether it's travel, reading, a second career, or what have 

you, they live much longer and they're happier, more fulfilled 

people. Certainly always grow, but never Grow Up. By that I 

mean never stop learning.  

A little bit of positivity from your friendly neighborhood chap-

lain. That's why I always have a new terrible joke at meetings; 

that's one of my ways of something new after I retired from the 

Navy, I'm collecting terrible jokes. For some reason some peo-

ple don't exactly appreciate the humor, but it is a new hobby. In 

closing I'd encourage you to find a new hobby, something you 

haven't done before. Learn something new; try something new, 

you'll feel so much better about yourself when you do.  

See you at the meeting! 

Chaplainõs Corner 
By: David Pope 

 

We have started a new 

section this month in an 

attempt to make our 

newsletter more like the 

existing USSVI  

requirements.  


